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Sikh History Research Department, a Pioneer institution in Sikh Studies, was established in 1930 A.D. Its main objective was to study Sikh history, besides collecting, evaluating and publishing source material relating to the Sikhs and their past. Prof. Ganda Singh, doyen of Sikh history was its founder Prof. Incharge. He and his successor Prof. Kirpal Singh worked with missionary zeal for nearly three and a half decades,  ransacked all the well known collections and libraries in India and abroad and acquired a huge mass of historical source material. However, with their energetic efforts and also of their successors by now this Department  is perhaps the only institution in India where a researcher can pursue his research with more ease than anywhere  else. A glance on the contents of the repository  may provide an idea of its richness. For instance, the Department houses 625 manuscripts: 287 Gurmukhi, 42 Urdu, 207 Persian and 9 Sanskrit; 380 files of Vernacular News papers, 54 Files  of News paper clipping; 92 volumes containing various magazines particularly the Phulwari, Sikh review, College Magazines, Annual reports etc. besides 390 painting/photographs of Sikh historical buildings, prominent Sikh personalities, Sikh intellectuals/writers, educationists, bureaucrates, defence personnels, kings and their courtier etc. Amongst these 42 paintings are based on various ragas/ragnis while 40 depicts village life & Sikh royalty during the 18th/19th centuries. Apart from this, the Department have 16 weapons of Sikh warfare and seven coins. In addition to this, it is also pioneer in evaluating, editing and publishing sources and research work based on the newly acquired historical data. Till date, it has produced  hundreds of Research articles and nearly fifty works in various languages : Persian, Punjabi, English and it is significant to note that most of the works produced by the Department were addressed to the burning  and controversial issues, be it the character of Banda Singh Bahaddur or Gurdwara Shahidganj or the Travels of Guru Nanak etc. This Department was perhaps again first in the country which started collecting, evaluating historical data and publishing research work relating to those eventful days of the partition under the project : History of Freedom Movement. Continuing the tradition set up by its predecessors the present incumbent is now working on the project : Khalsa College Amritsar : Contribution to the Nation with special reference to Sikh History and Culture.


However, infrastructure created by Prof. Ganda Singh and Prof. Kirpal Singh in the form of source material have been maintained by their successors : S. Parkash Singh, Dr. Davinder Singh Vidyarthi and the present incumbent, Dr. K.S. Bajwa. Though the Department lack all modern facilities and sufficient staff to run it smoothly, yet it is the biggest and perhaps the only repository in India where Sikh studies  can be pursued. For example, during recent years, nearly 300 Indians and more than  50 foreign scholars have used this library. But most of the rare books, particularly the News papers which are more than a century old, are now in a very bad condition. Brittle paper does not allow the reader/researcher to make fruitful use of these documents. However, from the  last few  years, efforts have been made, and are being made to secure this valuable repository, but, the lack of funds is always a major hinderance. If not saved now, I am sure, the Sikhs would be deprived of their valuable heritage and in future would repent as much as they do for the lost Sikh Raj. Though, the resources of the Department are very meagre, yet the library has served, and is serving the cause of Sikh studies very well to spread the message of Sikhism. Besides answering queries about Sikh history and culture, guidance to researchers is being provided regularly. Its publications too, as refered earlier, have been very helpful in solving the controversies relating to the Sikh history and religion. Above all, it has performed a singular job of making aware the Sikhs of their glorious past when there was no centre of Sikh studies in India and abroad. 

Now one may ask why the Sikh diaspora need Departments. like the Sikh History Research Department Answer to this very pertinent  question lies in probing the present state of the Sikh studies in India and abroad. 

The Sikhs of Guru Nanak’s faith are no longer confined to the Punjab or Indian union. They have migrated to practically all parts of the world, be it Europe, America, Asia, Africa etc. without any doubt their external appearance with their turbans and  unshorn hair is quite imposing, but at the same time they are easily distinguishable and have often become  the victim’s of suspicion and misunderstanding. This is obvious from the incidents happening in America after the attack on the World Trade Centre. This is a clear indication of the failure of the Sikhs and their organizations to communicate to the outside world  about their true identity by projecting Sikh philosophy  and history. As a corollary some hostile  agecncies have been active in misrepresenting and tarnishing the image of the Sikhs in the world community. This is obvious from the research and publications on the Sikhs and Sikhism by a particular school represented by a former missionary in India and his associates. Even the chairs established by the funds of the Sikh community at some leading Universities abroad with a view to promote  Sikh studies and to project a true and objective image of Sikhism and the Sikhs have failed to achieve this end. The reason is simple, sometimes these chair were/are manned by a group which willfully misrepresent  Sikhism. And often the incumbent selected belongs to other disciplines and is therefore incompetent to   grasp the true message of Sikhism. It would not be out of place to reproduce the views of such a scholar holding a chair at British Columbia University, Vancouver :

“If there is any such thing as a key to historical problems, in case of Sikh tradition it is to be found in its social constituency. The Sikh religion is first and fore most a peasant faith.  Sociologists have spoken of how Islam is an urban religion, Sikhism may be spoken of as a rural religion. When dealing with the beliefs, rituals and practices of the Sikhs – be they religious or political – it is always worth while to constantly remined ourselves that we are fundamentally dealing with the peasantry and the world view of this social class has historically always been very different from other social classes. A lot of Knotty issues to do with Sikh studies would become easier to solve, if we stop applying paradigms that have developed out of the study of urban social groups-merchants, middle class or city workers-and deploy concepts that relate to day-to-day life of the peasantry”.

 It is one of the glaring examples of misinterpretation and misrepresentation of the message of Guru Nanak. Thus these chairs, instead of putting forth a true picture to resolve the issues have generated more controversies. On the other hand the Sikh History Research Department since its inception is working for the solution of the problems rather than creating them.

This is quite evident from the publications of this Department. For instance when Banda Singh Bhadur, a leading light of the 18th century Sikh Movement, was being painted as ‘unbaptised’ ‘blood thirsty monster’, Prof Ganda Singh produced  a critical and detailed account of this great warrior on the basis of facts and proved that he was paptised and did not shed blood unnessarly. Through the publications of the History of the Gurdwara Shahidganj, he brought out the fact that the disputed site historically belonged to the Sikhs. Similarly Kukian di vithia and Last days of Guru Gobind Singh were an attempt resolve the controversy started by the Nandharis that Guru Gobind Singh did not appoint Guru Granth Sahib as his successor before his demise at Nander and instead appointed Baba Balak Singh as his successor. Likewise, Prof. Kirpal Singh’s study of the Janamsakhis was an attempt to resolve the issue generated by W.H. Mcleod that Guru Nanak did not travel beyond Punjab. It is expected that in future many more issues concerning the Sikhs and their religion may be cropping  up at different levels. Similarly, the Sikh perspective on various problems concerning the World community is not known. The Sikhs Nave no institution of their own which can cope up with these problems in an academic manner. In short, if Sikh diaspora wants to educate their children and the world community about their religion, language and culture, they must establish such Departments/Institutions/Centres in their respective regions and appoint scholars wedded to the cause of Sikhism. 

